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• BACKGROUND
Attorney-General George Brandis, who denied he had been forced to water down his proposed amendments, has released draft  
changes to the Racial Discrimination Act that scrap Section 18C. The provision makes it unlawful to offend, insult, humiliate or 
intimidate other people or groups of people because of their race, colour or national or ethnic origin.  
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/rda1975202/s18c.html

The most prominent usage of the act occured in 2010 as follows.

In September 2010, nine individuals commenced legal proceedings in the Federal Court against Bolt and the Herald 
Sun over two separate posts on Bolt's blog. The nine sued over posts titled "It's so hip to be black", "White is the New 
Black" and "White Fellas in the Black". The articles suggested it was fashionable for "fair-skinned people" of diverse  
ancestry to choose Aboriginal racial identity for the purposes of political and career clout.The applicants claimed the  
posts breached the Racial Discrimination Act. They sought an apology, legal costs, and a gag on republishing the 
articles and blogs, and "other relief as the court deems fit". They did not seek damages. - (Source: Wikipedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Bolt)

“For them, it seems to be an abstract philosophical or legal argument. For them it’s a game, it’s a debate about words  and  
abstract principles... For people who have experienced racism, it is a deeply personal debate, and it’s actually a debate about  
real people and real hurt." - Penny Wong (Source: The Guardian theguardian.com, Friday 28th March 2014)

Although exemptions are clearly outlined in Section 18D of the same act there have been citations by the Government and 
opponents of section 18C that free speech is being compromised by the section. Leading to the now infamous statement by 
Brandis that Australians “have the right to be bigots”.

Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/comment/george-brandis-racial-discrimination-act-changes-create-the-whitest-piece-of-
proposed-legislation-ive-encountered-20140327-zqnea.html#ixzz2xPg0y5ZJ

• EXHIBITION
This show is a (very) quick response to the impending amendment / scrapping of section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act 
(RDA), as Tony Abbott has basically stated it will happen in early May. The coalition has left one month to gauge "community 
responses". Artists are requested to respond with a work on paper (photographic or pulp) to this change of the RDA. 

The exhiibiton will take place at Blak Dot Gallery in Melbourne to be opened on the 17th April and run until the 27th April.

Works are to be:

• no larger than A2 (420mm X 594mm)

• portrait or landscape, framed or unframed.

• delivered to Blak Dot by Monday 14th April

• examples: drawing, painting, collage, sculptural (able to be wall-hung), photographs, prints etc

• sent with a self addressed envelope if you wish work to be returned

For the writers amongst you - we are also accepting a written reply from one line to 250 words max. This can be in any form 
you choose. It will be printed and hung alongside the images in the show.

The work and opening night will be documented. The works will remain untitled unless otherwise specified by the artist. A list 
of participating artists will be published online though and as part of the documentation.

There will be an open mic on the night as well open to any who wish to address the exhibition with a live performance.

Due to the nature of the show we appreciate that artists may wish to remain anonymous. Please let us know beforehand if this  
may be the case.

Thank you in advance.

Jacob Tolo
Deliver to: Blak Dot Gallery
413 Lygon Street, Brunswick East
Melbourne VIC 3057
PH: +61 467 974 711
W: www.blakdot.com.au
E: info@blakdot.com.au
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